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SAINT PAUL—HIS LIFE, FAITH, AND LEGACY  

What would Christianity be like without Paul the Apostle?  He has had singular impact in the formation of 
Christian doctrine and the history of the Church.  St. Paul’s use of letters [epistles] has been a means of communication 
and evangelization during his lifetime up to the present time.  His Holiness, Benedict XVI has designated June 29, 
2008 through June 29, 2009 as the Year of St. Paul, and invites us to recall and to imitate what he taught. 

The Byzantine Catholic Office of Religious Education has developed a program on Saint Paul that will be both 
practical and enriching.  This program is designed to give every interested individual an opportunity to grow in their 
understanding and appreciation of The Apostle Paul: Convert, Missionary, and Hero.  A group of laity in the 
Archeparchy have been attending training sessions to present this program. 

In conjunction with the Byzantine Catholic Archeparchy of Pittsburgh, Ss. Peter & Paul Byzantine Catholic 
Church (Portage) will host the program for individuals in the area. 

There will be four sessions, on Sundays from 4:00-6:00 pm, beginning on October 12th.  These sessions will 
focus on the following topics: 

·  The Spiritual Journey of Saint Paul 
·  Saint Paul’s Communities and His Message 
·  Breaking open the Message of Saint Paul 
·  Saint Paul and the Mysteries [Sacraments] 

Mr. James A. Silvestri, from Holy Resurrection Byzantine Catholic Church Monroeville, Pennsylvania, will be 
the presenter for these sessions.  In May, 2008, Jim Silvestri received a Master of Arts in Theology with a 
concentration in Biblical Studies from the Byzantine Catholic Seminary in Pittsburgh. 

These sessions begin next Sunday, October 12.  Plan to come for this opportunity to grow in faith and in 
understanding of the Scriptures. 

Annual Clergy Retreat This Week… 
 Fr. Jim will take part in the Annual Clergy Retreat for the priests and deacons of 
the Archeparchy at Antiochian Village, in Ligonier, Sunday October 5 through Thursday, 
August 9.  The Retreat Director is Bishop John Pazak of the Byzantine Catholic Eparchy 
of Saints Cyril and Methodius in Toronto, Canada. 
 In the event of an emergency for the Anointing of this Sick this week, please call 
one of the area Catholic priests.  Be assured of a remembrance in my prayers during this 
retreat.  Your prayers for our clergy at this time are sincerely appreciated. 



TODAY IS RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY  
 
Hope and Trust in Life! 

In April 2008, the United States was blessed by the pastoral visit of Pope Benedict XVI.  

Americans discovered in our Holy Father a man of immense intellectual gifts; great wisdom; and an unparalleled 
knowledge of today’s geopolitical, social, and cultural realities.  They also discovered a kindly, gentle priest imbued with 
humility, with holiness and love.  Still, he would be the first to say that the trip was not about him.  

God sent Pope Benedict to us with a message, one that doesn’t lend itself to the ten-second sound bites and rapid-
cycling images of today’s media. We Christians in the United States can benefit greatly from carefully reading his talks 
and homilies, from reflecting on his message and asking ourselves: “How does this message apply to my life?” 

 In his meeting with the Catholic bishops of the U.S., Pope Benedict affirmed that our country “is marked by a 
genuinely religious spirit,” but this spirit is all too often confined to our places and times of worship:  

[T]he subtle influence of secularism can … color the way people allow their faith to influence their behavior. Is it 
consistent to profess our beliefs in church on Sunday, and then during the week to promote business practices or medical 
procedures contrary to those beliefs? Is it consistent for practicing Catholics to ignore or exploit the poor and the 
marginalized, to promote sexual behavior contrary to Catholic moral teaching, or to adopt positions that contradict the 
right to life of every human being from conception to natural death? 

The answers to these questions are obvious. But have we really considered the consequences of this gap between our 
profession of faith and our living it out? Under “America’s brand of secularism,” Pope Benedict explains: 

Faith becomes a passive acceptance that certain things ‘out there’ are true, but without practical relevance for 
everyday life. The result is a growing separation of faith from life: living ‘as if God did not exist.’  This is aggravated by 
an individualistic and eclectic approach to faith and religion: far from a Catholic approach to ‘thinking with the Church,’ 
each person believes he or she has a right to pick and choose, maintaining external social bonds but without an integral, 
interior conversion to the law of Christ. Consequently, rather than being transformed and renewed in mind, Christians 
are easily tempted to conform themselves to the spirit of this age (cf. Rom 12:3). We have seen this emerge in an acute 
way in the scandal given by Catholics who promote an alleged right to abortion 

By treating religious faith as an isolated set of beliefs that is irrelevant to our personal and political decisions, 
Americans have allowed a culture of death to take root and spread. While it is easy to cite politicians who publicly sever 
their “personal” religious beliefs from their voting behavior, each of us falls short of living out our beliefs perfectly and 
consistently. 

What is meant by the expression “culture of death”?  It is a pervasive attitude that accepts the intentional killing of an 
innocent human being as a solution to a social or economic problem.  The broad acceptance of abortion, “mercy” killing, 
assisted suicide, population control measures, abortifacients marketed as “contraceptives”, and the destruction of human 
embryos for research signal how far we still need to go to build a society where all understand that every human life is 
sacred because each of us is created, loved, and redeemed by God. 

Pope Benedict encourages us to be clear in our beliefs, act consistently with them, and be animated in our efforts to 
transform our culture. 

“The proclamation of life, life in abundance, must be the heart of the new evangelization,” said Pope Benedict in his 
homily at St. Patrick’s Cathedral.  “For true life—our salvation—can only be found in the reconciliation, freedom, and 
love which are God’s gracious gift.”  

Therefore, he continued: “The Church … is called to proclaim the gift of life, to serve life, and to promote a culture of 
life...  This is the message of hope we are called to proclaim and embody in a world where self-centeredness, greed, 
violence, and cynicism so often seem to choke the fragile growth of grace in people’s hearts.” 

Our Holy Father urged us to let our daily prayer to the Father—“Thy Kingdom come!”—bear fruit in the way we lead 
our lives and build up our families and communities.  He added: “Praying fervently for the coming of the Kingdom … 
means overcoming every separation between faith and life, and countering false gospels of freedom and happiness. It also 
means rejecting a false dichotomy between faith and political life.” 

Through the sacraments and meditative prayer, we can rediscover the truth and joy of Christian life fully lived for God 
and for others.  By letting the love of Jesus Christ permeate our lives and actions in defense of our vulnerable brothers and 
sisters, we can transform our nation, building a culture where all people can again hope and trust in life! 

 



����������������

Sun. Oct. 05 - Thu. Oct. 09 ................................................................................. Annual Clergy Retreat at Antiochian Village 

Mon. Oct. 06 ................................................................................................................. Church Cleaning for October – 9:00 am 

Sat. Oct. 11 ..................................................................................................................................................... Covered Dish Social 
Following the Vigil Liturgy at Ss. Peter & Paul, Dunlo 

Sun. Oct. 12 .................................................................................................. Adult Education Classes – “The Year of St. Paul” 
At Ss. Peter & Paul,  Portage -- 4pm to 6pm 

Sun. Nov. 9 ….……....................................................................................................................................…Appreciation Dinner  
Following the 10:30am Divine Liturgy at SS Peter & Paul, Portage�
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Church Cleaning on Monday 

·  Church Cleaning is scheduled for Monday, October 6 at 9:00 am. 
·  Thank you to those who volunteered for the Work Party on Saturday as well as for Monday’s Church Cleaning. 

 
Appreciation Dinner 

An Appreciation Dinner is being planned for Sunday, November 9.  The Divine Liturgy will be at 10:30 am and 
the Appreciation Dinner will follow immediately in the social hall.  An announcement and RSVP form will be in next 
Sunday’s bulletin.  Please return the RSVP with the number who will attend this event by November 2. 

 
Covered Dish Social in Dunlo 

A Covered Dish Social will be hosted at Saints Peter and Paul Social Hall on Saturday, October 11, immediately 
following the Vigil Divine Liturgy [5:00 pm].  All of our parish family is invited to enjoy this gathering.  You are 
asked to bring a covered dish item of your choice [casserole, salad, side dish, desert, etc.] 

 
Remember in Prayer 

You are asked to pray for the health of Agnes Kuska of Saint Mary’s [Good Sam--Memorial Hospital]; Rozetta 
Havrilla  [Memorial Hospital]; Father Andrew Chura, a retired priest of the Archeparchy; and the ill, infirm and 
homebound of our parish family and those who care for them. 

 
Liturgical Chant—the Sundays after Pentecost 

·  The Troparion and other prescribed parts of the Divine Liturgy next Sunday, Oct. 12 for Tone 5 are on pages 146-147 
and for the Sunday of the Fathers at the 7th Council on pages 263-264. 

·  By custom, the Our Father may be sung in the melody of the Tone [taken from Vespers, called “Samohlasen”].  For 
Tone 5, the Our Father is on p. 70. 

 
It’s A Wonderful Life! 

No, not the movie.  YOUR life!  Young men 16-25 are invited to experience the wonder at the annual “Come and 
See” Weekend, Friday through Sunday, Oct. 24-26 at the Byzantine Catholic Seminary in Pittsburgh. 

No pressure, no hype, no boring lectures...  Just recreation, relaxation, and talking to God [a.k.a. prayer], and the 
opportunity to listen.  See Father Jim for a brochure, or visit www.archeparchy.org to download and print one 
yourself.  Questions?  E-mail Father Jack Custer at jackcus@verizon.net or phone 412-321-8383, ext. 14. 
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TODAY -- Holy Trinity Monastery in Butler Celebrates 60th Anniversary  

The Benedictine Monks of Holy Trinity Monastery in Butler invite you to share an afternoon of Prayer and 
Fellowship on Sunday, October 5.  This occasion will celebrate the 60th Anniversary of their founding.  The program 
begins at 3pm with a Moleben to the Theotokos and Holy Anointing of the Sick; and concludes with a dinner 
following at 4:30pm. 



Fatima Devotions at the Basilica in Loretto 
The Franciscan Friars T.O.R. from Loretto invite you to participate with them in celebrating the Fatima 

Devotions on Monday, October 13 at 7:00 pm.  The devotions will be held at the Basilica of Saint Michael the Archangel 
in Loretto.  The singing will be led by Holy Name Church Choir Ebensburg.  Father Robert Yetsko, T.O.R. will deliver 
the sermon.  A cordial welcome to all! 
 
Tamburitzans in Ligonier 

The Duquesne University Tamburitzans presents an exciting new show of music, songs and dances of Eastern 
Europe and neighboring cultures.  One performance only on Sunday, October 19 at 3:00 pm, Ligonier Town Hall “In 
the Diamond”, Ligonier PA.  All seats reserved and tickets are $18.  To order call 1-877-826-6437.  Visit 
www.tamburitzans.duq.edu. 
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21st SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Saturday (October 04)  
Beaverdale 5:00 PM Vigil Divine Liturgy 
Sunday (October 05)  
Portage 9:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy  

[+Catherine & +John Sekerak by Daughter, Kathy] 

South Fork 11:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy 
 
 

NO DIVINE LITURGY SCHEDULED FROM MONDAY THROUGH THU RSDAY 
 
 
Friday (October 10)  
Portage 7:45 AM The Third Hour 

8:00 AM Divine Liturgy [+John & +Jean Rocker by Family]�
 
Saturday (October 11)  
Portage 3:00 PM Mystery of Repentance (Confessions) 
Dunlo  4:30 PM Mystery of Repentance (Confessions) 
 
 
22nd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
MEMORY OF THE FATHERS OF THE 7th ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 
Saturday (October 11)  
Dunlo  5:00 PM Vigil Divine Liturgy 
Sunday (October 12)  
Portage 9:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy 

[+John Mackovyak by Wife, Kathryn] 

South Fork 11:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Faith builds on… scientific facts by acknowledging that our Creator endows our human nature with an innate dignity that 
does not depend on our size, beauty, intelligence, wealth, or any other attribute.  We are persons because we are made in 
the image of God.  We are persons whether our reasoning skills are developing or deteriorating, whether we are in the 
beginning stages of life or nearing life’s end.”  Catholic Bishops of Wisconsin (April 29, 2008) 


