TheFeast of the Transfiguratiormay be viewed and appreciated from distinct aspects. On
the one hand, Transfiguration has to do with somethiaighfpppened to Jesus.

We find this event recorded in the Gospel read at the Divinggyitfor this feast [Matthew
17:1-9]and in the parallel Gospel accounts of Mark [9:Z288 Luke [9:28-36]We also find an
allusion to this event in the epistle lesson for the feast ft Peter 1:10-19.

The icon of the Transfiguration [on the cover of today'Betin] gathers for us these words
of scripture and arranges them is a visual portrayal. sCisrshown on the mountain flanked by
the Old Testament figures, Moses and Elijah, and also the ajsitles. At the very center,
Christ is shown radiating light. The rays of light athiemanate from Christ are shown to be a
very different light than that produced by the sun. Tigtg proceeding from Christ is the glory
of God. The icon demonstrates that it is Christ whdwésdource of the light. Christ himself
shines like the sun, rather than the sun shining ontChris

The second reference point for Transfiguration is actually aseblnd what this event says about us. The feast of
Transfiguration gives us the image of our own processafthras we are made like God. This lifetime journey is aftdled
“Theosis” in our tradition. The icon of Transfiguration portrale Divinity of Christ becoming visible, as Christ appdars
the glory he shares fully with the Father. This “Transfigjon” of the Son becomes a preview of our own. We beholt wh
our relationship with God is to be and what is the gbel purpose of being a human.

“The Son has given us the first-fruits of the Spirit thave may be transformed into sons of God, accordinghe t
image of the Son of God.[Saint Athanasiu®n the Incarnatiors]

On this feast, we have the custom of blessing grapes [togdgthesther fruit that is harvested at this time]. In pthois is
seasonal blessing, recognizing God’s goodness and ghangg for the summer time harvest of fruit:

“O Lord our God, who have blessed the cycle of the year hade crowned it with fruit-bearing; and in your great
patience have commanded the earth to bring forth its frdds our nourishment—grant that the parking of the fits
fruits and harvest of summer may be for the health of bahd soul, and bless us with an abundant increase in all
good things.” [Prayer of Blessing of fruit—Transfiguratipn

On another level, this blessing takes on meaning that is gla#iield with the feast. Grapes are the result of a long
transformation—form seed, to vine, to the grape cluster.eBen further “growth” is possible. The grapes catrdresformed
into wine. And then by the power of the Holy Spitite twine can be transfigured by Divinity and become the Blédhdst.
And this in turn transfigures us.

The miracle ofTheosis-- our transfiguration into the divine likeness -- igrored in this process of transformation of the
grape. As we celebrate Transfiguration and enjoy the goodnessabibn in the blessing of fruit, may we be enlivenedhéo t
potential for this ongoing transfiguration of our lives

Grapesand other fruit will be blessed following both Great \&spon Tuesday evening and also the Divine Liturgy on
Wednesday. Please bring the fruit to the table in the ffartiwch for this blessing.

THE DORMITION FAST

A period of preparation for the Feast of the Dormitiorihaf Theotokos, called tHgormition Fast, begins
on August 1. It is one of the four penitential seasonsuoByzantine Catholic Church. This period of fas
and prayer readies us for the encounter with God in the cdeastjof the Dormition of the Theotokos.

The Dormition Fast extends from August 1-1dnd its observance is voluntary. By setting aside tim
prayer and entering into the spirit of fasting and peaawescribed for this season. We prepare to glorif
event of the Dormition, which we celebrate on August 15.




Church Cleaning
- Church Cleaning will be onMonday, August 4at 9:00 am.

- Thank you to those who came to help at yesterday'srk Party.

- Your help is very much needed for these occasion3hank you for your sharing of your time and talentthhase monthly
opportunities for stewardship.

Catechist In-Service Workshop & Upcoming Meeting
- A Catechist In-Service Workshojs being offered osaturday, August 16at the Byzantine Catholic Seminary, from 10:00
am-3:00 pm.
The program is calletiA Virtuous Life,” developed in light of the writings and teachings of théyHgpostle Paul.
This presentation will be given by Dr. Barbara Lutz, and pararg also invited to attend. Registration forms are available
form the parish office and alsowatvw.archeparchy.org[click on Archeparchial Offices].

- Catechistdor ourECF program will meet oisaturday, August 23at 9:00 am in the rectory, to prepare for the coming year
of classes.

Altar Servers Event Hosted by Archeparchy

A "Faith and Fun Day” for Altar Severs [elementary through high school age] isgokosted by our Archeparchy of
Thursday, August 21. This gathering will take place at the Gilmary Center, Moowiiship, a short distance form the
Pittsburgh International Airport, from 9:30 am-4:00 pm.

The day will includeprayer, swimming, picnic lunch, sports, talks, games,giftsl _If you would like to attend, please
call the parish office There is no cost to the altar severs, but you must makesaivation as soon as possible

Liturgical Chant—the Sundays after Pentecost

- The Troparion and other prescribed parts of the Divine gytuext Sunday, August 11for Tone 4begin on_page 14Bnd
for the Post-festive Day of the Transfiguration on page35h

- By custom, theéOur Father may be sung in the melody of the Tone [taken from Vespalled “Samohlasen”]. For Tone 4,
the Our Father is on p. 69

- Please note instructions at the beginning of the Liturgyhi particular Sunday, opening hymns, and alternate melodies.

MONAAY (AUG O4) ettt eeeeesa e ae e e s st s b et e et e s e s bt e e aeaeeeaeeeaaeessaeesaaaaaaaaeans Cleaning Day — 9:00 am
SatuUrday (AUQ 16) .....ueueriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicrrrre e e e e e e s s Catechist In-Service Workshop — “A Virtuous Life”
Byzantine Catholic Seminary from 10:00 am until03p8n
Thursday (AUQ 21) .....ovviiiiieeiiiiiiii e e “Faith & Fun Day” for Altar Servers of the Archepar chy
Gilmary Center (near Pittsburgh) 9:30 am to 4:00 pm
Sat (AUQ 23) coeeeeeieeeeeeeeee e Eastern Christian Formation (ECF) Catechist Meeting— 9:00 am in Rectory
Fri (Aug 29) through Mon (Sep 1) ............mmmmn e eeeeeeennnnAnnual Pilgrimage to Mount St. Macrina in Uniontown

Parish bus to the pilgrimage on Sunday (Aug 31)



ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE TO MOUNT SAINT MACRINA --AUG 29 TO SEPT 1

The Sisters of Saint Basil extend a warm invitation to comespadd some time beforg
the Mother of God curing thé4dth Annual Pilgrimagein honor ofOur Lady of Perpetual
Help. Mount Saint Macrina with its setting of natural beauty ahdnes for prayer ang
reflection provides a comforting respite for pilgrims seekigf and relief.

The Pilgrimage begins with the opening Divine Liturgy ptn5on Friday August 29
and concludes with the Divine Liturgy at 10 amMonday, September 1. This weekend
provides many opportunities for participation in the gioal life of the Byzantine Catholig
Church. The schedule offers the Divine Liturgy, Matins, éespand the Holy Mysteries 0
Repentance [Confession], Holy Anointing. Other servicdmimor of the Mother of God arg

also included at this years Pilgrimage entitled “Theotokos1&haf the World”.

For more information, consult the schedule in the currentoadif the Byzantine
Catholic Worldor visit http://www.sistersofstbasil.org/pilgrimage.jsp

CHARTERED BUS TO UNIONTOWN PILGRIMAGE

Transportation by chartered buso the Pilgrimage will once again be available ¢n
Sunday, August 31 The bus will depart from Saints Peter and Paul Portage@tam.
Departure from Mount Saint Macrina will follow the candleliginbcession [about 9:00 pm

A donation of$10is asked to help with the expenses of the bus charter.

Please sign-up on the reservation list in the narthex. afeuasked to sign up b
Sunday, August 18 you wish to make reservation for the bus. You mag a#dl the parish
office [814-736-9780] for reservations or if you have angstions.

Our Lady of Lebanon Shrine
The 45th Annual Assumption Pilgrimage to the Nationairghof Our Lady of Lebanon in North Jackson, Ohio will
take place form August 8-10For more information, there are brochures in the narthesu May also visit the shrine
website www.ourladyoflebanonshrine.org
On Friday, August 8, Metropolitan Basil will be the cebeti of the Divine Liturgy at our Lady of Lebanon Shririeo
inquire about possible bus transportation, contact FatheoGrétichalisin at Saint Mary’s in Windber [814-467-8044]

Portage Summerfest — Next Weekend
This year's Summerfest will be held fraamiday, August 8, through Sunday, August 10 Events include live music,
children’s games, arts & crafts, fireworks, competitions, #red $10,000 raffle. The annual Portage Rotary Pancake
Breakfast will begin at 8:00am on Sunday morning at the Serfiest Pavilion in the Crichton-McCormick Park. For more
information and a schedule of events, waitw.portagepa.com

Resource Fair
The Connecting Families with the Community Resource Fasrbeing heldluesday, August 12rom 9 am to 4 pm, at
the Frank J. Pasquerilla Conference Center [Downtown JohristoWrere will be Job and career information; valuable
information from local businesses; health screenings, cetehrithd much more.

99th Annual Wilmore Reunion
The 99th Annual Wilmore Reunionwill be held onSunday, August 17from 11:30 am to 9:00 pm on the parish
grounds of Saint Bartholomew church in Wilmore. A Turlkapner with homemade noodle soup will be served from
11:30 am to 3:00 pm [Adults: $8; children: $4]. Takasowill be available.
Pig Roast at 5:00 pm. Music, games for young and olijobiall day, funeral cakes, ice cream, fast food and
refreshments.




12th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Saturday (August 02)

Dunlo 5:00 PM Vigil Divine Liturgy
Sunday (August 03)

Portage 9:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy

[+John Raptosh by Helen Vrabel]
South Fork  11:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy

Monday (August 04)
No Divine Liturgy Scheduled
Tuesday (August 05)
Portage 7:45 AM The Third Hour
8:00 AM Divine Liturgy [+Helen Spontak by Family]

Tuesday (August 05)

Portage 7:00 PM Great Vespers with Litija

Wednesday (August 06)

Portage 8:45 AM The Third Hour

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Thursday (August 07)
No Divine Liturgy Scheduled

Friday (August 08)
Portage 7:45 AM The Third Hour

8:00 AM Divine Liturgy [+Albert Lesko by Wife & Family]
Saturday (August 09)
Portage 3:00 PM Mystery of Repentance (Confessions)
Beaverdale 4:30 PM Mystery of Repentance (Confessions)

13th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Saturday (August 09)

Beaverdale 5:00 PM Vigil Divine Liturgy
Sunday (August 10)

Portage 9:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy

[+Michael, +Mary, and +John Miterko by Mary Miterko]
South Fork  11:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy



