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“What crowns of praise shall we weave for Peter and Paul?  They were separated in the 
body but united in spirit, and outstanding as the preachers of God.  The one indeed led the 
apostles, while the other labored more than all the rest.” [Stichera of Vespers—Feast of the Holy 
Apostles Peter & Paul] 

The Feast of the Holy Pre-eminent Apostles Peter and Paul which we celebrate today is 
considered the greatest of the saints’ feasts.  It is also the patronal feast for both the Portage and 
Dunlo parishes.  This gives us added reason for us to observe this festivity with solemnity and joy. 

Both Peter and Paul suffered for Christ in the city of Rome.  As early as 95 AD, Clement of 
Rome wrote of them and offers us this information and insight: 

“Peter, who be reason of wicked jealousy, not only once or twice but frequently, endured 
suffering and thus, bearing his witness, went to the glorious place which he merited.  By reason 
of rivalry and contention Paul showed how to win the prize for patient endurance.  Seven times 
he was in chains, he was exiled, stoned, became a herald [of the Gospel] in East and West, and 
won the noble renown which his faith merited. To the whole world he taught righteousness, and 
reaching the limits of the West he bore his witness before rulers.  And so, released from this 
world, he was taken up into the holy place and became the greatest example of patient 
suffering.  ” [I Clement 5:4-7] 

In this passage from the primitive Church, we can come to appreciate why it is that the 
memory of these two apostles is honored jointly, as a single feast.  In fact, in the hymns for the 
Matins and Vespers for this feast, praise seems to be shared equally between the two apostles.  
Each is addressed in turn, but together they share in the splendor of this feast day. 

This is also evident in the readings from scripture today.  The epistles lesson [II Corinthians 11:21-12:9] the focus of 
attention is on the Apostle Paul.  Likewise, in the Gospel [Matthew 16:13-19], it is Peter who is highlighted. 

From June 28, 2008-June 29, 2009, Pope Benedict XVI has designated a special jubilee year dedicated to Saint 
Paul.  This Pauline year is to mark the approximately 2000th anniversary of the saint’s birth.  The significance of this 
observance can be appreciated from the Pope’s comments in announcing  this year:  “As in the beginning, today, too, 
Christ needs apostles ready to sacrifice themselves.  He needs witnesses and martyrs like St. Paul.”  During this 
“Pauline Year”, we will follow closely the lessons form Saint Paul in the Apostolic reading [epistle] at the Divine 
Liturgy.  Also, the Office of Religious Education will offer classes in the local regions of our Archeparchy.  These Adult 
Education sessions will focus on the teaching of Saint Paul and his letters.  More information on this opportunity will be 
available as these classes are scheduled. 

Saint John Chrysostom offered the following observations in his classic work, In Praise of Saint Paul.  It is a fitting 
reflection as we enter into this year dedicated to the Apostle Paul: 

“St. Paul was the noblest of men and the most outstanding example of the nobility of human nature and of its 
possibilities for virtue.  By speaking up for the Master and exhorting us to virtue, he completely refutes those who find 
fault with human nature, seals the lips of those who make slanderous charges and shows that little divides angels form 
men if they are willing to perfect themselves.”  [John Chrysostom, Sermon II, In praise of St. Paul] 
 
 
 



HAPPY 232nd ANNIVERSARY—INDEPENDENCE OF THE UNITED STATES 

A fresh reading of the Declaration of Independence reminds us that this 
document refers to god as “Creator”, “Supreme Judge of the World” and 
proclaims “a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence.” 

Our observance of the Independence Day Holiday on July 4th is an 
occasion to be grateful for the opportunities we enjoy and also more attentive to 
fulfilling our responsibilities as citizens. 

Ultimately, our religious values and beliefs serve to support the freedoms 
made available in our nation.  We are accountable as stewards of the gifts we 
have received. 

Ours is a call to service, both has members of the Church and as citizens of 
this nation.  In this way, we fulfill our role as stewards of the treasure that are 
ours.  Happy Fourth of July! 

[Adapted from Grace in Action] 
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Church Cleaning & Work Party 

·  Church Cleaning will be on Monday July 7 at 9:00 am. 

·  There will not be a Work Party on Saturday, July 5, because of the July 4th holiday weekend.  Help will be needed at 
the Picnic grounds on Friday & Saturday, July 11 & 12 in preparation for the festival].  Your help is needed and very 
much appreciated. 

·  Thank you for your sharing of your time and talents in these opportunities for stewardship. 
 

Youth Group & Young Adults -- Looking Ahead 
·  An event both for our youth group as well as other young adults of our parish family is 

scheduled for next week, on Monday, July 7, from about 6:00-8:00 pm. 

·  The evening will include a service project and some time for discussion.  We will conclude 
with the Service of Compline at 8:00 pm.  All parishioners are of course most welcome to 
share in Compline, a service of evening prayer. 

·  Refreshments will follow, at Rimini’s ice cream. 
 

Eternal Memory 
You are asked to pray for the repose of the soul of Father Thomas Gran, a retired priest of the Archeparchy and 

former pastor of Saint Mary’s, Windber, who fell asleep in the Lord on Friday, June 27.  Father Thomas was known in 
our area for his many years of faithful service and for his gentle and humble ways. 

All services are at Saint Mary Church, 803 Somerset Avenue in Windber.  The Services of Christian Burial for a 
Priest will be celebrated at 7:00 pm on both Tuesday and Wednesday evening.  The Funeral Liturgy will be on 
Thursday, July 3 at 10:00 am. 

May God grant to his servant, the priest Thomas eternal memory and blessed repose. 

Remember in Prayer 
You are asked to pray for the health of Nancy Andrako of Saint Mary’s, Beaverdale [Memorial—Good Sam]; 

Michael Pristas [Memorial]; and all of the ill and homebound of our parish family and those who care for them. 
 

Pastoral Visits to the Homebound and Nursing Homes 
Pastoral visits for the Holy Mysteries of Repentance [Confession] and Eucharist will continue in July, for those not 

already visited.  Fr. Jim will call to arrange an appointment prior to coming.  If you are a family members wish to be 
included in the list of those visited, please call the rectory. 
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Sunday (June 29) ........................................................................................................... Feast of the Holy Apostles, Peter & Paul 

Patrons of the parishes in Portage & Dunlo 

Monday (July 07) ................................................................................................................. Monthly Church Cleaning – 9:00 am 

Monday (July 07) .................................................................... Youth Group & Young Adult Gathering – 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Service Project, Discussion, & Refreshments  

Saturday (July 12) ....................................................................................................... Preparations for the Parish Ethnic Festival 

Sunday (July 13) ................................................................................................ Annual Ss. Peter & Paul Parish Ethnic Festival 

Sunday (July 20)………………………..........................................…………………………….Feast of the Holy Prophet Elijah 
 
 
 
 
 
Annual Ethnic Festival—Sunday, July 13 

·  Additional Picnic tickets are available in the parish office or from the ushers 
after the Liturgy. 

·  There is a sign-up list for the Chinese Auction Baskets in the back of church.  
You are asked to sign up for this popular feature of the festival 

·  Work schedules are being posted. All parishioners are asked to sign up for a 
three hour shift in any area.  Help at food service lines is especially needed at 
busy times--Noon and 5:00 pm. 

·  Donations for the Basket of Cheer may be brought to the room off of the 
narthex or to the rectory during the week.   

·  There will be a special drawing for Gasoline Gift Cards—consider donating a 
Gasoline gift card or cash toward this prize. 

·  Help will be needed at the picnic grounds on Saturday, July 12, the day before 
the festival, beginning at 9:00 am. 

 
 

AT HOME:  
SS Peter & Paul, Portage:  Louise Halovich; Steve Havrilla; Virginia Raptosh; Donna Serenko; 
Olga Smindak; Brian Tutsock; Cathy Walters; Agnes Simala; Elsie Timura; Nick Yetsko 
St. Michael, South Fork:  Anna Garanich; Jane Savlan; Michelle Maskal 
St. Mary, Beaverdale:  Helen Paluch; Catherine McGough 
SS Peter & Paul, Dunlo:  Shirley Kovalich 

 
NURSING & OTHER CARE FACILITIES:   

Laurel Crest:  Eva Bantley; Mary Bulinsky; Nick Homa 
Saint Jude’s:  Ann Lazor  [South Fork] 
Brookside Manor:  Ethel Gagan 
Rebekah Manor:   Ethel Rakar 
Maple Winds: Lillian Hutsky [Dunlo] 
Maple Winds [Autumn View]:  Ann Miko 
Country Living Estates:   Margaret Timura; Ann Krisko 
Church of the Brethren Home:  Mary Korenoski [Dunlo] 
John Paul II Manor:  Ann Moore 
Arbutus Park Manor:  Andrew & Ann Andrykovitch [Beaverdale] 
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88th Byzantine Catholic Family Day 

A most cordial invitation is extended to all of our parishioners to the 88th Byzantine Catholic Family Day at 
Kennywood Park on Thursday, July 24, 2008.  This annual event is sponsored by the Archeparchy of Pittsburgh and 
the Greek Catholic Union. 

Kennywood Park’s one price ticket is good for both admissions to the park and for rides.  These tickets are 
available at the discounted prices of $18 and at $9 for senior citizens.  You may order these tickets by calling the 
parish office [736-9780] by July 1. 

There is a program with a prayer service and performance by Slavjane Folk Ensemble [11:30 am], followed by a 
luncheon.  Tickets for the lunch are $12, and reservations may be made through the rectory. 

 

PreTeen Camp-2008 
The first Pre-Teen Camp [Ages 9-12] for the youth of our Archeparchy is being held Sunday, August 3 to Tuesday, 

August 5 at Camp Nazareth in Mercer PA.  There is a poster in the narthex announcing this PreTeen Camp-2008 and its 
theme, “Led by the Spirit” [Romans 8:14].  There is also information available at the website of the Archeparchy, which 
may be found at www.archeparchy.org. 

 

A Celebration of Marriage 
Each year, our Archeparchy honors married couples who observe anniversaries years.  Recently, this 

celebration has been expanded to include anniversaries at five year intervals. 
All couples who are commemorating their Wedding Anniversaries of 10, 25, 40, 50, 55, 60, 65, or 

beyond will be honored at a Divine Liturgy of Thanksgiving celebrated by Metropolitan Basil at Saint 
Elias Church, Munhall at 3:00 pm on Sunday, September 14, 2008.  A dinner will follow. 

Please inform Father Jim if you are observing one of these significant anniversaries this year so that 
you may receive an invitation to this event. 

 

“Joyful Light”  
Included with today’s parish version of the bulletin is a copy of “Joyful Light”  the semi-annual newsletter of the 

Byzantine Catholic Seminary.  Featured in this issue is the announcement of the granting of accreditation to the 
Seminary, approval its degree programs of Master of Divinity [MDiv] and Theology [MAT].  Please take home the 
“Joyful Light”  newsletter and learn more about the Byzantine Catholic Seminary and the programs and opportunities 
which are offered through the Seminary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Stichera of the Vespers of the Feast of Ss. Peter & Paul: 
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SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
FEAST OF THE HOLY AND GLORIOUS PRE-EMINENT APOSTLES  PETER & PAUL 

Saturday (June 28) 
Beaverdale 5:00 PM Vigil Divine Liturgy�

Sunday (June 29) 
Portage 9:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy 
South Fork 11:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy [+Donald Miller by Barbara Miller & Family] 
 
 
Monday (June 30)  
Portage 7:45 AM The Third Hour 

8:00 AM Divine Liturgy [+George Vrabel by Joseph & Elsie Timura]�
 
Tuesday (July 01)  
Portage 7:45 AM The Third Hour 

8:00 AM Divine Liturgy [+Robert Reibar by MM Steve Fleck] 
 

 
Wednesday (July 02)  

No Divine Liturgy Scheduled 
 
Thursday (July 03)  

No Divine Liturgy Scheduled 
 
Friday (July 04)  – Independence Day 
Portage 8:45 AM The Third Hour 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy [+Josephine Miterko, 40th Day Remembrance] 
 
Saturday (July 05)  
Portage 3:00 PM Mystery of Repentance (Confessions) 
Dunlo  4:30 PM Mystery of Repentance (Confessions) 
 
 
8th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

Saturday (July 05) 
Dunlo  5:00 PM Vigil Divine Liturgy [+Helen Single by Andrew Single]�

Sunday (July 06) 
Portage 9:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy 
South Fork 11:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy 


