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The Apostle Paul and the Epistle to the Romans 
During the weeks following the Sunday of All Saints, the Byzantine Catholic Church focuses attention upon the 

coming great feat of the Holy Apostles, Peter and Paul.  The period of preparation known as Fast of the Apostles extends 
this year from May 19-June 28. 

This feast [celebrated June 29] holds added significance for us because, of course, the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul 
are the patrons of both Saints Peter and Paul Church in Portage and also Saints Peter and Paul Church in Dunlo.  This year 
there is further importance, however, as Pope Benedict XVI has announced a special jubilee year dedicated to Saint Paul.  
The “Pauline Year” will extend from June 28, 2008 to June 29, 2009, to mark the 2000th Anniversary of the Saints’ birth. 

In announcing this special jubilee year almost a year ago, the Holy Father noted that the Church needs modern 
Christians who will imitate the Apostles’ missionary energy and spirit of sacrifice.  On the eve of the feast of the Holy 
Apostles Peter and Paul in 2007, Pope Benedict addressed the Church by saying: 

“Dear brothers and sisters, as in the [church’s] beginning, today, too, Christ needs apostles ready to sacrifice 
themselves.  He needs witnesses and martyrs like Saint Paul.” 

The Pope recalled that Saint Paul was once a violent persecutor of the Christ who experienced a lasting personal 
conversion: “ He lived and worked for Christ; he suffered and died for him. How current is his example today.” 

At each Divine Liturgy, there is an “apostolic reading” [the “epistle reading”].  For the most part, on practically every 
Saturday and Sunday of the Church year, the epistle reading is Pauline. 

The readings of Paul’s epistles begin as the paschal season ends and runs throughout the Sundays of Pentecost.  A 
few weeks ago we began reading the letter to the Romans and will continue to do so for the next several Sundays.  
Sometimes the lessons from Saint Paul are puzzling or may sound curious.  They are always challenging, both in 
understanding them and even more so in applying them to our lives. 

A recommended way of deepening our appreciation of the Apostles Paul and his writings is to read the prescribed 
selection for Sunday [it is listed on the Church calendar for that day] at home, even before or after the Divine Liturgy—or 
both!  If we take the time to do so, we will surely find that our understanding increases and our appreciation of the 
message of the Apostle expands. 

We hear in today’s lesson, 

“Freed from sin, you have become slaves of righteousness.  I am speaking in human terms because of the 
weakness of your nature.   For just as you presented the members of your bodies as slaves to impurity and to 
greater and greater iniquity, so now present them as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.”  [Romans 6:18-19] 

During the “Pauline Year”, the Office of Religious Education will offer classes in the deaneries [local districts] of 
the Archeparchy.  These Adult Education sessions will focus on the teaching of Saint Paul and his letters.  We will have 
more information on this opportunity as the schedule and details for this program become available. 

[Above adapted from Father John Custer, The Apostolic Writings: A Byzantine Perspective] 
 
 

The Fast of the Apostles 

The Fast of the Apostles is a period of prayer and fasting in preparation of the Feast of the Holy Apostles Peter and 
Paul [celebrated on June 29].  It extends from the Monday following the Sunday after Pentecost until June 28. 

From earliest times the Church has prepared the faithful with prayer and fasting for the great feast of the pre-eminent 
Apostles Peter and Paul.  This feast also bears further importance for us, as it is the patronal feast for the Portage and 
Dunlo parish communities. 

We are encouraged to observe this period voluntarily, as a time to grow closer to God and express our dependence 
upon him through the disciples of prayer and fasting. 
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Some Words of Thanks 

A work of thanks to those who came to help this past week, both with Church Cleaning on Monday, and also the Work 
Party on Saturday. 

Also, a word of grateful acknowledgment to all who took part in last Sundays’ Mother’s Day—Father’s Day Breakfast, 
to make it a very enjoyable occasion and an opportunity to build up our parish spirit.  A special note of thanks to all who 
helped in the kitchen and also with the details of clean-up afterwards. 

 

Beaverdale & Dunlo Basket Social 
Last Sunday’s Basket Social at the Beaverdale Fire Hall earned $2,232.  This amount will be shared equally by Saint 

Mary’s, Beaverdale and Saints Peter and Paul, Dunlo. 
Thanks to all who contributed baskets and in other ways, and to those who worked to help make this event so successful. 

 

Remember in Prayer: PFC Benjamin Lightner 
You are asked to remember in your prayers PFC Benjamin Lightner, who was wounded while serving in 

Afghanistan.  He is the grandson of Moose and Jane Pyo.  Benjamin will return to the United States to Walter Reed 
Hospital in Washington DC for recuperation. 

Please remember in your prayers PFC Benjamin Lightner and all those who serve our nation, and in a particular 
way those in distant locations. 
 

Youth Activity—Looking Ahead 
An event for our youth group is being planned during the month of June.  The activity will include 

volunteering to help prepare the picnic grounds.  We’ll also include a cookout supper and then save some 
time for volleyball.  Watch for the date and time, which will be announced soon. 

 

Pastoral Visits to the Homebound and Nursing Homes 
Pastoral visits for the Holy Mysteries of Repentance [Confession] and Eucharist are being scheduled during the Feast of 

the Holy Apostles.  Visits will begin during the coming week.  Father Jim will call to arrange an appointment.  If you are a 
family members wish to be included in the list of those visited, please call the rectory. 

Parish Financial Reports for 2007 
Enclosed in today’s bulletin are the annual financial reports of income and expenses for each of our parish 

communities. The report of each respective parish is enclosed in the bulletins distributed at the particular church. 
If you have any questions or inquiries regarding the parish financial report of income and expenses, please 

contact Fr. Jim at the rectory. 
Reviewing these financial reports for 2007 is a good opportunity to reflect upon and consider my own offering to 

the church.  When I contribute financially to the church and to my parish, it is a symbolic act.  It is the offering of 
myself in service and devotion to God.  Obviously, giving is also a practical matter, for the offering makes it possible 
for the church to pay its bills and carry out its mission in Christ’s name. 

Thank you for your generosity and your faithful support demonstrated in so many areas of parish life. 

ANNUAL ETHNIC FESTIVAL -- SUNDAY, JULY 13 
·  The Picnic tickets will be available for distribution today.  It would be most helpful and 

greatly appreciated if you are able to deliver the tickets to someone in your family, 
neighborhood or locality who may not be present at church today. 

·  There is a sign-up list for the Chinese Auction Baskets in the back of church.  You are asked 
to sign up for this and to help with this popular feature of the festival. 

·  The picnic grounds are in need of clearing of leaves, branches and other outdoor tasks.  Two 
Work Parties are being scheduled—Saturday June 21 and again Saturday, June 28, both 
days at 9:00 am.  Your help for these and other tasks will be appreciated. 

·  Remember the date for this year’s festival--Sunday, July 13, 2008.  Watch for information 
regarding the Festival in coming weeks. 
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Through June 28 ................................................................................................................. Fast of the Apostles Peter & Paul 

Saturdays (June 21 & 28) ....................................................................................... Work Parties to prepare Picnic Grounds 

Tuesday (June 24) ............................................................................................ Nativity of St. John the Forerunner & Baptist 

Sunday (June 29) ................................................................................................. Feast of the Holy Apostles, Peter & Paul 
Patrons of the parishes in Portage & Dunlo 

Sunday (July 13) ....................................................................................... Annual Ss. Peter & Paul Parish Ethnic Festival 
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Today: Festival of Baskets 

On Sunday, June 8 from 1-4 pm Saint Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Church, 3711 Campbell Avenue in Northern Cambria 
will hold a Festival of Baskets in the church basement. Purchase 26 tickets for $5 and browse through the baskets.  Deposit 
tickets in the container for those baskets you would like to win.  Drawing will be at 3:30 pm.  Everyone is cordially invited. 

 
Today: Summer Turkey Dinner & Raffle 

St. Joseph Catholic Church (Portage) will hold a Turkey Dinner and Raffle on their parish grounds.  A Turkey Dinner  
will be served on today in the SJ Church Hall form 11 a.m.-2 pm. [along with a Bake Sale].  Adults: $7 and Children under 
12: $4.  Chances will be available on cash prizes and a Stager’s Store Gift Certificate.  A Flea Market will be held in the 
School Hall from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

 
Great Portage Yard Sale 

The 12th Great Portage Yard Sale, sponsored by the Portage Area Historical Society will be on Saturday, June 21, 
from 8 am-3 pm.  Those interested in participating can pick up forms at the Station Museum, 400 Lee Street Wednesday 
through Saturday from Noon to 5 pm [736-9223]; at various Portage businesses; or by calling 736-8931.  To have your site 
listed on the maps, forms must be returned before June 14th. 

 
Fatima Devotions at the Basilica in Loretto 

The Franciscan Friars T.O.R. from Loretto invite you to participate with them in celebrating the Fatima Devotions on 
Friday, June 13 at 7:00 pm.  The devotions will be held Mount Assisi Gardens in Loretto.  [In the event of inclement 
weather, the devotions will be held at the Basilica of Saint Michael the Archangel in Loretto]. 

The singing will be led by the choir of Saint Aloysius Parish, Cresson, Pennsylvania.  Father Joseph Chancler, T.O.R. 
will deliver the sermon. 

 
PreTeen Camp-2008 

The first Pre-Teen Camp [Ages 9-12] for the youth of our Archeparchy is being held Sunday, August 3 to Tuesday, 
August 5 at Camp Nazareth in Mercer PA. 

There is a poster in the narthex announcing this PreTeen Camp-2008 and its theme, “Led by the Spirit” [Romans 8:14].  
There is also information available at the website of the Archeparchy, which may be found at www.archeparchy.org. 
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 4th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

Saturday (June 07) 
Dunlo  5:00 PM Vigil Divine Liturgy�

Sunday (June 08) 
Portage 9:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy 
South Fork 11:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy  [+William Garanich by Joe Gallo] 
 
 
Monday (June 09)  
Portage 7:45 AM The Third Hour 

8:00 AM Divine Liturgy [+Allen Sebastian by Bob & Ellen Colwell]�
 
Tuesday (June 10)  

No Divine Liturgy Scheduled 
 
Wednesday (June 11)  
Portage 7:45 AM The Third Hour 

8:00 AM Divine Liturgy [+Dottie Letzo by Linda Burley & Children]�
 
Thursday (June 12)  
Portage 7:45 AM The Third Hour 

8:00 AM Divine Liturgy [+Mary & William Kochan by Mazur Family]�
 
Friday (June 13)  

No Divine Liturgy Scheduled 
 
Saturday (June 14)  
Portage 3:00 PM Mystery of Repentance (Confessions) 
Beaverdale 4:30 PM Mystery of Repentance (Confessions) 
 
 

5th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – FATHER’S DAY  

Saturday (June 14) 
Beaverdale 5:00 PM Vigil Divine Liturgy�

Sunday (June 15) 
Portage 9:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy 
South Fork 11:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy 


