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Stewardship in our Parish and in our Lives… 

An important ingredient in our parish life is the realm of stewardship.  Stewardship concerns the gifts we offer and 
share for God’s Word within the Church.  These include offering our time and talent [volunteering for various needs and 
occasions] as well as our treasure [when we give of our resources or donate other items that are needed]. 

Even more importantly, stewardship has to do with the gift of self.  This means that whether we are donating time or 
money or making available our resources or talents in other ways, we are ultimately sharing ourselves.  We offer a gift, in 
other words, that expresses and is connected to who we are. 

The place to begin, however, is not with ourselves, or what we may have to offer.  Instead, stewardship begins with 
God and ends with his abundance.  Our perception too often limits us to a “scarcity mentality”.  And because of this 
outlook, all we can see is what we lack, and so we think only in terms of what we need, what we want. 

We hear in today’s Gospel statements that serve to dissolve and dispel this preoccupation: 

“So do not worry and say, ‘What are we to eat?’ or ‘What are we to drink?’ or ‘What are we to wear?’  All 
these things the pagans seek.  Your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.  But seek first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given you besides.”  [Matthew 6:31-33] 

Here we find an outlook that is brisk in its challenge but invigorating in its possibilities.  It lends itself to 
discovering—or rediscovering—the basic insight which is the core of stewardship.  Our instinct is to cling tightly to the 
things we have, fearing that if we let them go nothing will replace them.  But just the opposite is the case.  The more we 
hold on to what we have, the less we can receive.  If we clench our fist tightly in possessiveness, we prevent the very 
openness and receptivity that would allow us to accept god’s greater gifts. 

The Scriptures continually reinforce the dynamic of stewardship and the dispositions needed to develop our capacity 
as stewards.  It is really all about putting God first in our life and learning to live out this commitment.  Proportionate 
giving—giving as we have been blessed—is the most practical and concrete way of putting God first in your life.  Giving, 
not until it hurts, but until it is deeply rewarding, is the key to genuine Christian stewardship.  The opportunities to give 
surround us—in our parish life, our families, and our communities.  As we grow in awareness of these needs, we can also 
then expand our readiness to respond. 
 
 
 
The Fast of the Apostles... 

The Fast of the Apostles is a period of prayer and fasting in preparation of the Feast of the 
Holy Apostles Peter and Paul [celebrated on June 29].  It extends from the Monday following 
the Sunday after Pentecost [this year, May 19] until June 28. 

From earliest times the Church has prepared the faithful with prayer and fasting for the great 
feast of the pre-eminent Apostles Peter and Paul.  This feast also bears further importance for us, 
as it is the patronal feast for the Portage and Dunlo parish communities. 

We are encouraged to observe this period voluntarily, as a time to grow closer to God and 
express our dependence upon him through the disciples of prayer and fasting. 
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Work Party & Church Cleaning  

·  Church Cleaning will be on Monday June 2 at 9:00 am. 
·  The Work Party for June will be on Saturday, June 7.  There are a number of outdoor projects that need attention 

and time.  If you are unable to come for the Work Party, perhaps you can offer a few hours at another time.  Your help 
is needed and very much appreciated. 

·  Thank you for your sharing of your time and talents in these opportunities for stewardship. 
 
Parish Advisory Council  

There is a meeting for the Parish Advisory Council of Saints Peter and Paul, Portage this week, on Thursday, 
June 5.  The meeting will be at 7:00 pm in the rectory. 

 
Eternal Memory  

You are asked to pray for the repose of the soul of +Jean Rocker, who fell asleep in the Lord on May 23.; also 
+Josephine Miterko , who fell asleep in the Lord on May 25; and +Barbara Plishka, of Saint Mary’s, Beaverdale, 
who fell asleep in the Lord on May 27. 

We extend our deepest sympathy and prayerful support to all of the families and relatives of the deceased. 
�
Remember in Prayer  

You are asked to pray for the health of Fred Vrabel [Memorial]; and all of the ill, infirm, and homebound of our 
parish family and those who care for them. 

�
Memorial Donation  

We gratefully acknowledge a donation in memory of +Jean Rocker from First General Services of 
Ebensburg/Altoona. 

CONGRATULATIONS – GRADUATES 2008 
On behalf of our entire parish family, we extend congratulations to those who are graduating form 

high school, college or university, or other professional or technical schools: 

·  Diane Block, St. Mary’s Beaverdale 
St. Francis University 
Bachelor of Science, Cum Laude--Elementary/Special Education 

·  Andrea Goncher, St. Michael’s South Fork 
University of Pittsburgh 
Masters in Industrial Engineering 

·  Michael Koban, Saints Peter & Paul, Portage 
Portage Area High School 

·  Jordan Krisko, Saints Peter & Paul, Portage 
Forest Hills High School 

·  George Thomas Pyo, Saints Peter & Paul Portage 
Saint Francis University 
Bachelor of Science, in Management Information Systems 

·  Rebecca Rocker, Saints Peter & Paul, Portage 
Pronto’s Beauty School 

·  Rodney Wisen, Saints Peter & Paul, Portage 
Portage Area High School 

We take this occasion to wish all of you the very best, and to assure you of the prayerful support 
and encouragement of the parish community.  May your journey of life also continue to be a journey of 
faith.  Many happy years! 



Welcome  
We extend a cordial welcome to Vasil Kryvanchyk, a relative of Mike and Alice Mazur and their guest here in the 

United States during the summer months.  Vasil is from the Republic of Ukraine and resides in the vicinity of the city 
of Uzhorod. 

Please take the opportunity to greet Vasil and extend the hospitality of our parish community and our locality to 
him during his visit among us.  Vitajte u nas, Vasili! 

 
Pastoral Visits to the Homebound and Nursing Homes  

Pastoral visits for the Holy Mysteries of Repentance [Confession] and Eucharist are being scheduled during the 
Feast of the Holy Apostles.  Visits will begin during the coming week.  Father Jim will call to arrange an appointment.  
If you are a family members wish to be included in the list of those visited, please call the rectory. 

 
 
 

����������������
�
Sunday (June 1) ........................................................................................... Mother’s Day & Father’s Appreciation Breakfast 

Basket Social for St. Mary’s Beaverdale & Ss. Peter & Paul, Dunlo 
2:00 pm—at Beaverdale Fire Hall 

Monday (June 2) ............................................................................................................................... Church Cleaning -- 9:00 am 

Thursday (June 5) ......................................................................................... Parish Advisory Council – 7:00 pm in the Rectory 

Saturday (June 7) ........................................................................................................................ Work Party  for June -- 9:00 am 

Sunday (July 13) .............................................................................................. Annual Ss. Peter & Paul Parish Ethnic Festival 
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Great Portage Yard Sale  

The 12th Great Portage Yard Sale, sponsored by the Portage Area Historical Society will be on Saturday, June 
21, from 8 am-3 pm.  Those interested in participating can pick up forms at the Station Museum, 400 Lee Street 
Wednesday through Saturday from Noon to 5 pm [736-9223]; at various Portage businesses; or by calling 736-8931. 

To have your site listed on the maps, forms must be returned before June 14th. 
 
Summer Turkey Dinner & Raffle  

Saint Joseph Catholic Church, 509 Caldwell Ave., Portage will hold a Turkey Dinner and Raffle on the parish 
grounds.  A Flea Market will be held in the School Hall on Sat. June 7, from 9 a.m.-Noon and on Sun. June 8 from 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

A Turkey Dinner will be served on Sun. June 8 in the Church Hall form 11 a.m.-2 pm. [along with a Bake Sale].  
Adults: $7 and Children under 12: $4.  Chances will be available on cash prizes and a Stager’s Store Gift Certificate. 

 

ANNUAL ETHNIC FESTIVAL — SUNDAY, JULY 13 
·  The Picnic tickets will be available for distribution next Sunday, June 8.  Please remember to pick them up and 

also help to distribute them to neighbors and relatives. 

·  There is a sign-up list for the Chinese Auction Baskets in the back of church.  You are asked to sign up for this 
and to help with this popular feature of the festival. 

·  The picnic grounds are in need of clearing of leaves, branches and other outdoor tasks.  A time will be scheduled 
during June to prepare the grounds for the festival.  Your help for these and other tasks will be appreciated. 

·  Remember the date for this year’s festival--Sunday, July 13, 2008.  Watch for information regarding the Festival 
in coming weeks. 
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 3rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

Saturday (May 31) 
Beaverdale 5:00 PM Vigil Divine Liturgy�

Sunday (June 01) 
Portage 9:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy 
    [+Peter Havrilla by Vaughn & Marianne George & Family] 

South Fork 11:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy 
 
 
Monday (June 02)  

No Divine Liturgy Scheduled 
 
Tuesday (June 03)  
Portage 7:45 AM The Third Hour 

8:00 AM Divine Liturgy [+Peter Bantley by Ernie & Thelma Penatzer] 
 
Wednesday (June 04)  
Portage 7:45 AM The Third Hour 

8:00 AM Divine Liturgy [+Frank Zock by Kathryn Mackovyak] 
 
Thursday (June 05)  
Portage 7:45 AM The Third Hour 

8:00 AM Divine Liturgy [+Charles Tigyer by Mae Ratosky] 
 
Friday (June 06)  

No Divine Liturgy Scheduled 
 
Saturday (June 07)  
Portage 3:00 PM Mystery of Repentance (Confessions) 
Dunlo  4:30 PM Mystery of Repentance (Confessions) 
 
 

4th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

Saturday (June 07) 
Dunlo  5:00 PM Vigil Divine Liturgy�

Sunday (June 08) 
Portage 9:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy 
South Fork 11:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy  [+William Garanich by Joe Gallo] 


