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Between Ascension and Pentecost 
“This is the object and goal towards which Providence tends, moves, 
and keeps watch over: that everything that was created by God be 
once more brought together in him in its original unity.”  [Saint 
Cyril of Alexandria]. 

With the Feast of the Ascension there is realized the fulfillment of 
salvation: all that is human, redeemed by Christ is now assumed into heaven.  
This mystery is expressed by the Kontakion of the Feast, emphasizing the 
union of earth with heaven, of humanity with God: 

“When you had fulfilled the plan of salvation for us and united the 
earthly with the heavenly, you were taken up in glory, O Christ our 
God.  Never parting from us but remaining constantly, you proclaim 
to those who love you: I am with you and no one can be against 
you.”  [Kontakion of the Feast]. 

In the icon of this Feast, the role of Mary serves as the symbolic figure of the Church.  Depicted at the center 
of the icon, she already visibly shares in the glory in which Christ is enthroned.  Her posture suggests a 
contemplation of the goodness and glory of God that renders her ready to carry out God’s will.  At the same 
time, her hands are raised in the typical gesture of prayer.  Surely this time between Ascension and Pentecost 
for us is a time of contemplation, prayer, and openness to the plan of God.  We pray in a particular way for the 
renewal of the gift of the Holy Spirit—within the Church, our parish family, and upon each of us. 

Today we honor the memory of the Fathers at the Fist Nicene Council.  This commemoration was 
originally observed on May 29, the day of its closing in the year 325.  Usually this falls about the time of the 
Feast of the Ascension, and so it came to be observed on the Sunday following Ascension. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eastern Christian Formation Program for 2007-2008 Concludes 

Today is a day of joy and gratitude as we complete our 2007-2008 Eastern Christian 
Formation Program of classes.  We celebrate today in a particular way with our Grade 
Two students who during this year have prepare for the Holy Mystery of Repentance—
Confession.  Their first Confession was on Saturday April 19. 

We acknowledge these students on this important occasion of sharing more fully in the 
life of the Church: 

Kayla Bergman  Anastasia Miller 
Isabella Crum  Alyssa Murphy 
Justin Fleck  John Rocker 

A word of grateful acknowledgement is extended to their Catechist, Molly Rocker. 
During this year, their parents and families also participated in their formation and 
preparation with prayer and study at home. 



Thank You  
We also acknowledge gratefully our Catechists for their generous commitment of their time and talent in sharing in the 

teaching ministry of the church throughout the past school year: 
    K & Grade 1  Toni Hook  Grade 5 Launi Crum 
     Grade 2  Molly Rocker  Grade 6-8 Dr. James Koban 
   Grade 4  Gail Koban  Youth Group JR Koban 

We look forward to our ECF program in the fall, to build up the faith of our parish family with opportunities for youth, 
young adults and adults.  For our Catechists, all of our students and their parents, we pray for God’s blessings of peace, 
health and salvation.  Many happy years! 
 
 
Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed  

As we approach Pentecost, the fiftieth day of the Paschal Feast, we observe the Fifth All Souls Commemoration on 
Saturday, May 10.  As we complete the cycle of the great events of our salvation, we remember all of the faithful 
departed: 

“By your own blood, O Savior, You have ransomed all people; and by your death you have delivered us from 
bitter death, granting us eternal life by Your Resurrection.  Give rest then, O Lord, to all those who have fallen 
asleep in Godliness.” 

 [Vespers for All Souls] 

·  At St. Mary’s in Beaverdale the Memory of the Faithful Departed will be observed at Vespers on Friday at 7:00 pm. 

·  At Saints Peter and Paul (Portage), the Divine Liturgy on Saturday will be at 9:00 am. 

·  Both services will be followed by the Panachida and readings of the names of the deceased of our parish family. 
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Work Party & Church Cleaning  

·  Church Cleaning will be tomorrow, Monday May 5 at 9:00 am. 

·  The Work Party for May is being rescheduled and will be on Saturday, May 10, following the Divine Liturgy and begin at 
about 10:15 am.  We hope to begin some needed outdoor projects. 

 
Parish Advisory Council—Beaverdale & Dunlo  

There is a meeting for the Parish Advisory Council for Saint Mary’s, Beaverdale and Saints Peter and Paul, Dunlo on 
Thursday, May 8 at 7:00 pm.  The meeting will be in the rectory at Saints Peter and Paul in Portage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Breakfast for Mother’s Day and Father’s Day 
At the meeting of the Parish Advisory Council in February, it was recommended that a 

single Breakfast to observe both Mother’s day and Father’s Day by hosted by the parish.  
Our Mother’s Day/Father’s Day Appreciation Breakfast will be on Sunday, June 1 
following the Divine Liturgy.  Thus, there will be one breakfast together for both Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day. 

As a result, there will not be a Mother’s Day breakfast next Sunday. Please note on your 
calendar this joint observance on Sunday, June 1. 
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We once again would like to acknowledge Graduates of the Class of 2008 form our parish family.  Please submit 
the names of parishioners who are graduating in 2008 from high school, college, university or technical and 
professional schools or institutes.  You may also include degrees earned and any special awards, recognitions, etc. 

You may call the rectory [736-9780] or enclose the written information in an envelope and place it in the 
offering basket.  Please submit names by Sunday, May 25. 



The Feast of Pentecost  
·  On Saturday, May 10 the Vigil Liturgy at 5:00 pm at Saints Peter and Paul, Dunlo will consist of Vespers with the Divine 

Liturgy.  The order for this service may be found in the Divine Liturgy books beginning on page 104.  There will also be a 
handout for the Hymns of Vespers.  Our celebration of this great Feast with Vespers [combined with Divine Liturgy] allows 
us to benefit from the treasure of theology expressed in these profound and beautiful hymns of Pentecost. 

·  The Antiphons, Troparion and other parts of the Divine Liturgy for Pentecost may be found on pages 203-208 of the Divine 
Liturgy book. 

·  The Kneeling Prayers of Pentecost are prayers from the Vespers of Sunday evening which reflect upon her gift of the Holy 
Spirit and earnestly implore the renewal of this gift.  They may be anticipated after the Ambon Prayer at the conclusion of the 
Divine Liturgy on Pentecost. 

 
 
Remember in Prayer  

You are asked to pray for the health of those in the hospital or recuperating:  Elizabeth Tutsock [Memorial]; Elsie 
Timura [Good Samaritan]; as well as all of the ill and homebound of our parish family and those who care for them. 

 
 
Central Pennsylvania Humane Society Project  

Our Grade Five students and their Catechist Launi Crum are sponsoring a project for donations to the benefit the Central 
Pennsylvania Humane Society.  Below you will find information regarding these donations.  Please bring donations by next 
Sunday, May 11, and place them in the back of church. 
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Today: Spring Basket Auction in Northern Cambria  

Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church, 719 Chestnut Avenue in Northern Cambria is holding a Spring Basket 
Auction on Sun. May 4 from 11:30 am-3:30 pm.  Basket drawings begin at 3:00 pm.  Cost: 26 tickets for $5.00.  Enjoy games of 
chance, free desserts and beverages. 



Grand Opening of “Miniature Mainline”  

The Portage Area Historical Society invites the public to the Grand Opening of the “Miniature Mainline” on Saturday, May 
17 from 1:00-5:00 pm at the Portage Station Museum.   

The 173 square foot working display replicate the railroad line form Altoona to South Fork and features many detailed railroad 
attractions along the way.  Charles Edwards, who designed and created the display, will operate trains and answer questions.  For 
information, call 736-9223. 

�
Reminder: “Cooking for Crowds” Workshop Offered  

Penn State Cooperative Extension is offering a food safety training workshop for volunteers with non-profit organizations, 
“Cooking for Crowds: Volunteer’s  Guide to Safe Food Handling” on Mon. May 12 from 6:00-9:00 pm at the County Services 
Building in Ebensburg.  Please contact Fr. Jim if interested. 



7th PASCHAL SUNDAY – FATHERS OF THE FIRST ECUMENICA L COUNCIL 

Saturday (May 03) 
Beaverdale 5:00 PM Vigil Divine Liturgy 

Sunday (May 04) 
Portage 9:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy 
South Fork 11:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy ��������	
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Monday (May 05)  

No Divine Liturgy Scheduled 
 
Tuesday (May 06)  
Portage 7:45 AM The Third Hour 
  8:00 AM Divine Liturgy [+Kathryn Cave by Ed & Sue Raptosh] 
 
Wednesday (May 07)  
Portage 7:45 AM The Third Hour 
  8:00 AM Divine Liturgy [+Tony & Nancy Korinchak by 

Robert & Joseph Korinchak Families] 
Thursday (May 08)  
Portage 7:45 AM The Third Hour 
  8:00 AM Divine Liturgy [+Anna Raptosh by Alice Ference] 
 
 

5th ALL SOULS COMMEMORATION 
  Friday (May 09)  
  Beaverdale 7:00 PM Vespers followed by Panachida  
 
  Saturday (May 10)  
  Portage 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Panachida  

 

Mystery of Repentance (Confessions) 
Portage: Saturday at 3:00 PM Dunlo: Saturday at 4:30 PM 

PENTECOST SUNDAY: THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  - -  Mother’s Day  

Saturday (May 10) 
Dunlo  5:00 PM Vespers with Divine Liturgy 

Sunday (May 11) 
Portage 9:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy 
South Fork 11:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy 
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